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THE LIBRARIAN AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


by 


H. Curtis Mial 
Executive Director 
The New York State Citizens' Council, Inc. 


Recently the New York Herald Tribune paid tribute to the Brooklyn 
Public Library on the occasion of its 57th Annual Report. Problems of 
the past year are enumerated: "...the library was working at a disadvan- 
tage because inadequate budget provisions had forced it to curtail impor- 
tant services and increase the work loan of staff members. In conse- 
quence, the recruiting of personnel had its difficulties and the rate 
of resignations remained abnormally high. Fortunately," (and this is 
to me the key sentence) "citizen groups rallied to the library's sup- 
port, and larger appropriations were obtained for 1955-56." The editori- 
al then lists some of the services accounting for citizen support of the 
institution which "occupies a key place in a modern comnunity." 


This seems to me to illustrate the two-way relationship that mst 
exist between library and community if the community is to have full 
access to services and resources it badly needs and if the library in 
turn is to have the wherewithal to thrive, to grow, and to provide these 
services in increasingly significant fashion. The library has a high 
stake in community development. It secures its stake when it furthers 
community development aggressively and creatively. 


"Community development" means many things to many people. It may 
refer simply to physical growth and to buildings, bridges, roads, parks, 
efficient handling of traffic, adequate water and sewage disposal — all 
the externals that make for healthful living in a modern community. 


It seems to me that for the librarian, community development must 
have a much broader meaning embracing all that makes for creative, con- 
structive living and for the development of whole personalities. It must 
rest on the assumption that whole personalities -- the legitimate goal 
of education -—— mst grow in whole communities. It includes the research, 
the education, the communication necessary to build towns that will care 
for a growing population; but it includes also the informed discussion of 
great books, of great issues, of world affairs, of personal problems, of 
all that enriches personality and helps it achieve full stature. 


The job of the librarian in these terms is a richly varied one and 
the services provided are many and diverse. They may include inviting 
the public to drop in, as the Syracuse library did, to see the televised 
World Series game or to spend an hour listening to good music. They also 


a 





include providing help in solving knotty community problems -- whether 
getting the facts necessary fer comparing local educational standards 
with recognized standards, furthering the study of the meaning of free- 
dom in America, or encouraging and faeilitating community self-appraisal. 


The challenge te the library today is measured by the distance be- 
tween what our cemmunities eeuld be and what they are, between man's act- 
uality and his potential. The library is the depository of knowledge that 
can narrow this distance. The librarian has skills, talents, resources 
that can help put this knowledge te work. 


Why is it that we do so mueh less well than we might? Is it popu- 
lar indifference, fear, apathy? Is it too much purposeless activity and 
too little that is theught out, planned, informed? Is it too little 
understanding of the power that we could generate if we learned how to 
work together in our communities? Lack of knowledge of how to work to- 
gether? Lack of the maturity and seeurity that would let us reach out 
across organizational or professional boundaries within which we confine 
ourselves? Lack of trained, skilful leadership? Is it failure to compre- 
hend that if the community is te become an integrated whole we must try 
to look at it as a totality and build upon the inter-relatedness, not the 
separateness, of its parts? Is it satisfaetion with piecemeal, short- 
term solutions to problems? Is it a combination of these factors plus 
the sense of individual helplessness in the face of complex problems? 


The library, while it does not alone have the key to building better 
communities, has a remarkably important contribution to make. In the fore- 


word to Ernestine Rose's The public library in American life, Lyman Bryson 
observes that "the librarian has now ceased to be a mere custodian of 


books and manuscripts and is a keen hunter after the varying interests 
and needs of the public." 


The librarian is thus an important figure in community development. 
Through work with his trustees or board members and with local groups he 
can help make community development a functioning, educational concept. 
Through demonstrated interest and resourcefulness, he can stimulate and 
assist local programs -- institutes, workshops, seminars -- for training 
community leadership. Through special skill in communication, he can 
help create public awareness that community development can be interesting, 
exciting, rewarding. Through a personal example of giving and seeking aid, 
he can help establish a pattern of community cooperation. In short, he 
can become one of the bulwarks of all community development efforts. 


Finally, the librarian can encourage his own alma mater and other 
institutions to give more emphasis to the special skills, insights and 
understandings required in community development efforts. In the long 
run, this is the surest road to assuring that the librarian will fill with 
security and confidenee the demanding role of full partnership in the job 
of building better communities where the library has its full due of 
public respect, appreciation and support. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section -=- Laura E. McDowell 
Melvin G. Reed 


Nonfiction 


Aims of the United Nations. Dutton. $2.25. 

"The text of the Charter is analyzed. . . in the light of the history 
of the first ten years of the great experiment which it initiated," 
and the organization and work of the U.N. and its special agencies 
are explained. Photographs. 341.13 


Aradi, Zsolt. The popes; the history of how they are chosen, elected 
and crowned. Farrar. $4. 

Illuminating explanation of the papacy and the ritual of its perpetu- 
ation in the interval between the death of a pope and the coronation 
of his successor. Photographs. Appendixes, bibliography. 262 


Axelrod, H.R. & Schultz, L.P. Handbook of tropical aquarium fishes. 
McGraw-Hill. $10. 
Comprehensive, profusely illustrated reference volume describing 449 


species in detail, with chapters on icthyology, the aquarium, aquatic 
plants, and diseases of fish and their cures. Photographs, many in 
color, drawings. Bibliography, glossary, index. R597 


Bernays, Mrs D.L. A wife is many women. Crown. $3. 

Vivacious, candid inquiry into the multiple roles of the employed, 
married woman with children, by the business partner of the leading 
publicist, whose experiences are provocative if not typical. 396 


Binns, Archie. Mrs. Fiske and the American theatre. Crown. $5. 
Dramatic definitive biography of the great actress-playwright-pro- 
ducer who ruled the American stage for a generation. Photographs. 
Appendix, index. B or 92 


Blanshard, Paul. The right to read; the battle against censorship. 
Beacon. $3.50. 

Able examination of "the whole pattern of the control and distribu- 
tion of reading matter in our country," in a well-reasoned volume 
for the general reader, emphasizing moral content and elementary law. 
Bibliography, notes, index. 070 


Bley, E.S. Launching your preschooler; ways to help your child in 
his first experiences. Sterling. $2.50. 

How to prepare a youngster to face a variety of "firsts," from social 
visits and trips to appointments with the doctor and dentist, is 
succinctly explained and real life cases are cited. Drawings. 136.7 
In The early years of childhood; education through insight (Harper. 
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$3.50. 649.1), Mrs. Catherine Stern and Mrs. T.S. Gould suggest ways 
in which parents can teach children to solve problems of adjustment 
intelligently, with examples illustrating the proper handling of 
tantrums, rebelliousness, timidity and other difficulties. Bibliogra- 
phy, index. 


Bolton, Theodore, & Cortelyou, Mrs I.F, Ezra Ames of Albany, por- 
trait painter; craftsman, Royal Arch Mason, banker, 1768-1836. The 
New York Historical Society, 170 Central Park West, New York 24, N.Y. 
$4.95. 

Valuable survey of the life and work of an important American artist, 
of special interest in New York State. Photographs. Catalogue of 
paintings, chronology, bibliography, index. 7591 


Bromfield, Louis. Animals and other people. Harper. $3.75. 
Animal lovers will enjoy this portrayal of the dogs, cats and other 
animals and birds that cavort on Malabar Farn. 636 


Cabell, J.B. As I remember it; some epilogues in recollection. 
McBride. $3.75. 

Refreshingly frank reminiscences of his personal life, of authors 
and friends, and of books he has read and written. B or 92 


Ceram, C.W. - The secret of the Hittites; the discovery of an ancient 
empire; tr. from the German. Knopf. $5. 

Archeological and philological techniques are explained and discover- 
ies interpreted in the inimitable and thorough manner of the author's 
earlier work, Gods, graves and scholars (The Bookmark, December, 1951). 


Maps, photographs, drawings. Bibliography, chronology, index. 913 


YP *Chase, M.E. Life and language in the Old Testament. Norton. $3. 


RH 


Using the King James Version, the noted Bible scholar illuminates 
the "great literary monument" of the Hebrew people as "the record 
of the life of every man, in every age and place." 221 


Chiang, Mme. M.S. The sure victory. Revell. $1. 

The wife of Free China's Generalissimo writes of her sincere belief 
in the power of prayer as the "main line of attack against the evils 
of today," citing her rewarding experiences with various prayer 
groups in China and Formosa. 264.1 


Cranston, Ruth. The miracle of Lourdes. McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 

The daughter of a Protestant clergyman visits the famed Catholic 
shrine, interviews priests, doctors and hopeful patients, inspects 
case records and finds proof of miraculous cures in this inspiring, 
beautifully told record of a deep religious experience.Photographs.231 


Crowe, Bill, & Crowe, Mrs Phyllis. Heaven, hell and salt water. 
DeGraff. $3.75. 

Colorful, exciting account of the experiences of a California couple 
who sold their business, built a 39-foot schooner in Hawaii and cruised 
around the world. Photographs. Index. 910.4 


D'Humy, F.E. What manner of man was Moses? Library Pubs. $3.75. 
Interpreting accounts in the Bible and the writings of Josephus, a 
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French scientist re-creates Moses' personality and impact on his 
contemporaries in a profoundly religious biography.Photographs.220.9 


YP *Foster, Mrs Genevieve. When and where in Italy; a passport to yester- 


RH 


day for readers and travelers of today. Rand McNally. $3.50. 

The treasures of Italy "come to life in their actual setting" in 
this unique combination of history and travel, embellished with the 
author's colored maps and drawings. Index. 945 


YP *Gaul, A.T. The wonderful world of the seashore. Appleton. $5. 


RH 


Fascinating discussion for the general reader of marine plants, ani- 
mals and shore birds, showing the interrelationships between the 
various species and how each has adapted to its peculiar location, 


D7h092 


*Gibbings, Robert. Trumpets from Montparnasse. Dutton. $5. 


The Irish artist-writer's delightful impressions of a leisurely 
painting journey through Italy and France, enhanced with his exqui- 
site wood engravings and colored illustrations. 914 


Hatch, Alden. Ambassador extraordinary, Clare Boothe Luce, Holt.$3.75. 
Written with enthusiasm and affection, this biography presents Mrs. 
Luce in the roles of journalist, playwright and diplomat, illumi- 
nating the complex character and achievements of a beautiful, bril- 
liant woman. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Henrey, Mrs Robert. Milou's daughter Madeleine; a sentimental jour- 
ney to the south of France. Dutton. $3.50. 

The author's gift for extracting a story from the people and situa- 
tions she meets is engagingly shown in a highly personal, entertain- 
ing report of a "pilgrimage" to the country of her father's youth. 
Feminine appeal. 828.91 


Herberg, Will. Protestant -- Catholic -—- Jew; an essay in American 
religious sociology. Doubleday. $4. 

An "interpretation" of the present status of religion in America, 
comparing and contrasting the three major faiths, based upon the 
history of their implanting and growth through colonization and the 
waves of immigration. Tables. Bibliography, index. 277.3 


Hirsch, Julius, ed. New horizons in business. Harper. $3. 

Seven lectures given at the New School for Social Research optimisti- 
cally outline possible future developments due to automation, commer- 
cial expansion, population growth and new social patterns, according 
to experts' extension of trends to 1970. Charts, graphs, tables. 
Appendix, index. 338.54, 


YP *Howarth, David. We die alone. Macmillan. $3.95. 


R 


Jan Baalsrud, Norwegian saboteur, was the sole survivor of an abor- 
tive attempt to raid a German airfield on his native shores, and this 
is the restrained account of his incredible experiences as a wounded, 
hunted man, escaping to Sweden with the help of his selfless country- 
men. Endpaper map, photographs. Appendix. 940.54 
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Hoyle, Fred. Frontiers of astronomy. Harper. $5. 

"This is an excellent book for anyone of moderate preparation; use- 
ful to the scientist too for its clear and accurate descriptions of 
the present state of astronomy." Robert H. Baker in Saturday Review, 
Dec.17,1955.Photographs ,drawings,diagrams,graphs,tables. Index. 520 


*Josephs, Ray. How to gain an extra hour every day. Dutton. $2.95. 
A stimulating "working book," filled with practical techniques and 
methods for enjoying life more by saving time at home, in the office 
or when traveling. Index. 174 


*Kish, Henriette. Questions older people ask. Dutton. $2.50. 
Covering in question and answer form such subjects as retirement, 
health, finance and family relationships, this concise guidebook 
suggests how the years after 40 may be lived "fully,zestfully,cre- 
atively." Topical bibliography and index. 179 
Earning opportunities for older workers, ed. by Wilma Donahue (Univ. 
of Michigan. $4.50. 331.113) is a practical symposium on "what is 
being done to adapt jobs to the changing capacities and social circun- 
stances" of older citizens who wish or need to work. References.Index. 


Knopf, A.A. Secrets of taking good pictures. Hanover House. $2. 
Simple explanations of the selection, care and use of cameras, acces- 
sories and types of film, and of the techniques of portrait, action 
and landscape photography.Photographs, diagrams, charts,tables.770.2 


Ledyard, Mrs Patricia. Tonga, a tale of the friendly islands. 
Appleton. $3.75. 

An American girl who taught in a mission school on Vava'u, a tiny 
South Pacific island, married a Scotch doctor, and this is the story 
of their happy years serving the lovable Tongan people in a land 
where their "hearts are still comfortable." 919.6 


Lehmann, John. The whispering gallery,autobiography I. Harcourt.$5. 
The distinguished English poet, editor and publisher sensitively 
evokes memories of his fortunate childhood, schooling at Eton and 
Cambridge, his association with the Woolfs at the Hogarth Press, 
literary and artistic London, and years in Vienna before World War II. 
Portrait frontispiece. Index. B or 92 


Lincoln, Abraham. The living Lincoln; ed. by P.M. Angle & E.S.Miers. 
Rutgers Univ. $6.95. 

"The man; his mind, his times, and the war he fought,reconstructed 
from his own writings." (subtitle). B or 92 


*Lord, Walter. A night to remember. Holt. $3.50. 
Dramatic, unsensational account of the sinking of the Titanic, based 
upon correspondence and interviews with some 63 survivors, re-creating 
through the thoughts and actions of passengers and crew, "the last 
night of a small town." Endpaper diagrams, photographs. Passenger 
list. Index. 910.45 


Magidoff, Robert. Yehudi Menuhin;the story of the man and the musi-- 
cian. Doubleday. $4.50. 
Based on diaries, letters and interviews with persons who know the 
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violinist and his family, this is an absorbing account of the develop- 
ment of a child prodigy into a mature artist. Photographs. List of 
recordings, index. B or 92 


Miller, Irving. Israel, the eternal ideal. Farrar. $2.75. 

The Rabbi of Congregation Sons of Israel, Woodmere,New York,presents 
a lucid, informing, brief review of the history and founding of the 
State of Israel, its position in Middle Eastern affairs and the 
present need for peace with the Arabs.Selected readings, index.956.94 
A village by the Jordan; the story of Degania, told by Joseph Baratz 
Roy. $3. 956.94) is an unusual account of an idealistic, pioneering 
settlement in Palestine. Photographs. 

Understanding the Talmud, by E.R. Trattner (Nelson. $5. 296.1) is a 
simple explanation of the origin and development of the Oral Law of 
Judaism reduced to written form. Bibliography, glossary. 

In Judaism for the modern age, by Robert Gordis (Farrar. $4.50. 296) 
a noted Rabbi and teacher explains for Jews and Christians the 
nature of the American Jewish community, the history of the Jewish 
tradition and its value for the world today. Index. 


Perry, John. The story of standards. Funk. $5. 

A management consultant traces the evolution of standards, weights, 
measures and product ratings, details the many services of the 
National Bureau of Standards, and explains their effects on 
producers, retailers and consumers. Photographs. Index. 389 


Pollack, Herbert & Morse, A.D. How to reduce surely and safely. 
McGraw-Hill. $2.95. 

Common-sense solutions to problems of overweight and underweight, by 
a physician, an expert nutritionist, who points out the dangers of 
diet fads in an elaboration of material that has appeared in the 
woman's Home Companion.Drawings,tables,sample menus,calorie counter. 
Appendixes, index. 615.85 
In Be slim. . . stay slim (Harper. $2.95. 615.85) Mrs. T.S.Winslow 
discusses reducing and maintenance diets,recipes and menus, explains 
the properties of foods, lists substitutes for high calorie foods 
and gives a day-by-day guide for meals for a "fatless future." 
Tables. Bibliography. 


Randall, Mrs R.P. Lincoln's sons. Little. $5. 

Making use of new materials, this well-researched biography follows 
the "personalities and lives" of the four Lincoln boys from child- 
hood to the death of the last survivor, Robert Todd, and gives illu- 
minating sidelights on the parents' personalities.Photographs. 
Bibliography, index. B or 92 


YP *Seagrave, G.S. My hospital in the hills. Norton. $3.75. 


R 


YP 
R 


The "Burma Surgeon's" dramatic story of re-establishing his medical 
unit at Namkham after the war, the events leading to his imprison- 
ment by the Burmese on a charge of treason, and eventual return to 
his hospital tasks. Endpaper map, photographs. B or 92 


Singer, Kurt. Spy stories from Asia. W. Funk. $3.95. 
Twenty-four thrilling tales of international intrigue in Far Eastern 
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countries, reconstructing agents' careers from semi-official sources 
and analyzing their motives. 351.74 


PR *Sloane, Eric. Our vanishing landscape. W. Funk. $3.95. 


H 


YP 
RH 


In delightful text and drawings the author describes the American 
countryside of the past, deploring, without "drippy nostalgia," the 
modern architectural trends that have obliterated many of its most 
attractive features. 917.3 
Smith, J.F. Aaron Copland: his work and contribution to American 
music. Dutton. $5. 

Interestingly traces the development of the man and his art, pro- 
viding an "understanding of twentieth century music-compositional 
techniques." Portrait. Appendixes, notes, index. B or 92 


*Stratton, Mrs C.K. Rug hooking made easy. Harper. $5. 
Delightfully lively step-by-step instructions combine with beautiful 
illustrations to give expert information on the background of the 
craft, design, dyes and dyeing, equipment, care of hooked rugs, and 
many details for the experienced craftsman as well as the beginner. 
Photographs, some in color, drawings. Index. 746.7 


Surrency, E.C., ed. The Marshall reader; the life and contributions 
of Chief Justice John Marshall.Oceana.(Docket ser.).$3.50; $1.paper. 
This bicentenary edition of selected essays and excerpts from the 
great jurist's letters and decisions interprets his personality and 
career. Of reference value. Chronology of decisions as Chief Justice. 
Index. B or 92 


Todd, F.P. Cadet gray; a pictorial history of life at West Point as 
seem through its uniforms. Sterling. $7.50. 

Chronologically arranged photographs, drawings and colored plates 
combine with clearly written text to convey the evolution of uniforms, 
the history and tradition of West Point and the Cadet Corps in this 
handsome quarto. Appendixes. 355.07 


Wallace, Irving. The fabulous originals. Knopf. $3.95. 

This fascinating study of the "lives of extraordinary people who in- 
spired memorable characters in fiction" (subtitle) will be enjoyed by 
all interested in learning how novels are invented. 809.3 


*Willis, William. The gods were kind; an epic 6700 mile voyage alone 
across the Pacific. Dutton. $4. 
At 61 an experienced seaman sailed a 33-foot balsa raft from Peru to 
Samoa and here describes his amazing “adventure of the spirit" during 
almost four months at the mercy of the ocean. Maps, diagrams, photo- 
graphs. Appendix. 910.45 


Wright, F.L. An American architecture; ed. by Edgar Kaufmann. 
Horizon. $10. 

In text, photographs, original drawings and plans of projects, this 
finely-printed quarto expresses the basic principles of the dis- 
tinguished architect's creative work. Source list. 720 
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Fiction 


PR *Baker, Frank. Nearer to heaven. Westminster. $3.50. 
Poignant novel depicting the spiritual growth of a country vicar who 
courageously faces the knowledge that he has only a year to live. 


YP *Barnes, M.C. Mary of Carisbrooke. Macrae Smith. $3.50. 

RH Romantic tale of the Cromwellian period, centered in the spirited, 
resourceful girl who served Charles I so loyally during his in- 
prisonment on the Isle of Wight. 


PR *Breslin, Howard. Shad run. Crowell. $3.50. 
Spirited young Lancey Quist is the leading lady in a lively tale of 
fisherfolk and gentry in the Hudson River region in the 1780s. Too 
much love-making, perhaps, but good background. 


Clift, Charmian, & Johnston, George. The sea and the stone. Bobbs- 
Merrill. $3.95. 

In a colorful narrative contrasting the elemental and the civilized, 
an Australian writer is drawn into the lives of disparate people on 
the little Greek island of Kalymnos, whose chief industry, sponge 
diving, is threatened by commercial progress. Some violence and sex. 


YP *Eyre, Mrs K.W. The lute and the glove. Appleton. $3.50. 

R San Francisco-born Anne Carey looks forward to visiting the ances- 
tral English manor, but, in its forbidding, fascinating Octagon Room, 
she discovers an affinity with the ill-fated Althea Carey who died 
in 1554, as this tale aptly mingles the supernatural with the modern. 


Faulkner, William. Big woods. Random. $3.95. 

Brings together in one volume four hunting stories, "The Bear," "The 
Old People," "A Bear Hunt" and "Race at Morning," which appears in 
book form for the first time. Poetic prologues to each and an 
epilogue for the last tale. 


YP *Franken, Mrs Rose. Intimate story. Doubleday. $3.95. 

R How an attractive widow in her forties finds happiness after her only 
daughter marries is told with humor and understanding of the "pit- 
falls of parental tie-ups." Serialized in Good Housekeeping. 


Godden, Rumer. An episode of sparrows. Viking. $3.50. 

Tender story relating a London waif's theft of soil for a little 
garden, subtly contrasting the social behavior of rich charity- 
minded Angela and her sister Olivia, of the understanding heart. 


PR *Spring, Howard. These lovers fled away. Harper. $4.50. 
Leisurely, rambling novel spanning the 1900s in England, centered 
in attractive Rose Garland of Cornwall and the three men, boyhood 
friends, whose lives she influenced. ; 


Swinnerton, F.A. The Sumner intrigue. Doubleday. $3.95. 

To the inhabitants of a small English town, subdued but dramatic in- 
cidents reveal, mainly through dialog, the relationships of wise Dr. 
Sumner, his neurotic wife, their children and a young woman visitor. 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Are our colleges suppressing individualism? (Bulletin vol.21, no.23) 
America's Town Meeting of the Air. Town Meeting Bulletin. New York 
36. Oct. 2, 1955. 12p. 25¢. 


Care for children in trouble; summary of the report of the California 
committee on temporary child care. (Pamphlet no.217) Public Affairs 
Committee, Inc. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. Feb. 1955. 28p. 25¢. 


Feirer, J.L. Advanced woodworking workbook; 38 study guides based on 
advanced woodwork and furniture making. Chas. 4. Bennett Co., Inc. 
Peoria 3, Ill. 1955. 94p. $1.28. 


Galloway, G.B. Congress and Parliament; their organization and 
operation in the U.S. and the U.K. (Planning pamphlet no.93) 
National Planning Association. 1606 New Hampshire Ave. N.W., 
Washington 9, D.C. Nov. 1955. 105p. $1.50. 


Goller, Gertrude. When parents get together: how to organize a parent 
education program. The Child Study Association of America, Inc. 
132 East 74th St., New York 21. 1955. A7p. 


The Jews in American History; a resource book for teachers of social 
studies and American history. Anti-defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith. 515 Madison Ave., New York 22. 1955. 100p. $1.25. 


Lee, A.M. Fraternities without brotherhood; a campus report on racial 
and religious prejudice. The Beacon Press. 25 Beacon St., 
Boston 8, Mass. 1955. 159%. $1.95. 


Parrott, L.L. How to plan a party for adults. Zondervan Publishing 
House. Grand Rapids, Mich. 1955. 60p. 50¢. 


Primer on communism; a fact-by-fact expose. Rev. ed. (Freedom 
pamphlet) Anti-defamation League of B'nai B'rith. 515 Madison 
Ave., New York 22. 51955.) 87p. 50¢. 


The United Nations, 1945-1955; from 1945 - an appraisal, from 1955 - 
recommendations. The Catholic Association for International Peace. 
1312 Massachusetts Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 1954. G6lp. 35¢. 


Vernon, Raymond. Organizing world trade. (International Conciliation 
no.505) Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. United Nations 
Plaza at 46th St., New York 17. Nov. 1955. 161-222p. 25¢. 
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by 
Mary McCabe Walsh, *Director of Corning Library 


An Open House Year with tours for club groups was found by Corn 
ing Memorial Library to be effective in bringing the community into the 
library. During the September 1954 to June 1955 season, close to 500 
persons toured the library, learned of its services, examined its re- 
sources, and heard outlined its hopes for the future. 


Remodeling operations at Corning Library during the summer of 
1954 meant the relocation of thousands of volumes. An Open House seemed 
especially appropriate to reorient patrons with new book placement as 
well as to introduce the library to new users. 


The project was 
undertaken and handled 
almost completely by 
Corning Library Aides, 
a volunteer group, and 
this proved to be a 
real boon to the under- 
staffed library. Corn- 
ing Library Aides,spon- 
sored by the local 
branch of the American 
Association of Univer- 
sity Women, has done 
volunteer work for the 
library through three 
groups -- the Exhibit 
Committee, the Chil- 
dren's Committee, 
which handles story 
hours and contests, and the Publicity Committee. The latter group took 
charge of the Open House. The AAUW financed postage and other incidental 
expenses connected with the project. In the picture above, Mrs. Walsh is 
showing reference material to the guides who are: Mrs. William Armstead, 
Mrs. Paul Graham and Mrs. David Vollmer. 


In order to make their Open House more meaningful than the usual 
open to the public one week affair, the Aides extended their tours over 
the entire 1954-55 club season. During this time, organizations were 
invited to hold one meeting at the library and were asked to include time 
for a 20-minute tour or talk in their programs. The Library Board which 
approved wholeheartedly of the project, offered the use of the library 
auditorium to tour groups free of the usual two dollar fee. 


The Open House Committee felt that each touring group should be 
handled by a qualified guide. Guides were chosen on the basis of knowl- 


*Retired December 1, 1955. 
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edge of the library, speaking ability, and willingness to devote time to 
the library. The director of the library gave a one-evening course for 
guides to prepare them to conduct tours for any type of organization. 


The training program ineluded a review of Corning Library's 
history, the use of the card catalog, the Dewey decimal system, the 
"business" of operating a lending library, and behind-the-scenes views 
of staff work. It also covered such topics as rules for library member- 
ship, the answering of referenee questions, borrowing of books from the 
State Library, the making of bibliographies, the circulation of record- 
ings, the handling of story hours, radio and television programs -- in 
short, all and everything about Corning Library that could be compressed 
into one evening. A mimeographed sheet in outline form covered all this 
material and gave guides a chance to add their own notes. Guides were 
also invited to consult the library individually for further information 
at any time. It is significant that the person who took most advantage 
of this invitation was probably one of the best qualified of the guides 
-- the school librarian who, in charge of the high school library for 
many years, has continuously cooperated with the public library. 


With such a complete background, guides were able to tailor 
their tours to fit the interests of all types of organizations. Maps 
showing the exact location of books on the two floors of the library 
were mimeographed for the use of each touree. Poster-size maps were 
made in color for display at meetings and the use of guides in talks 
to larger groups. For the bigger organizations, "hostess" guides were 
assigned to each library room to follow up the main talk in the library 
auditorium. 


When the ground work for the Open House was complete, the story 
of Open House Year, along with pictures of the Library Board, the newly 
remodeled rooms and the Library Aides, was "broken" in the local paper. 
The committee followed this up with special letters of invitation to 
the presidents of some 75 clubs (list obtained from the newspaper's so- 
ciety editor), including service organizations, women's clubs, lodges, 
churches, PTAs, Home Bureau units and hospital chapters. The letters 
were mimeographed, but in many cases, personal notes were added to show 
the value of the library to a particular club. For instance, the Fish 
and Game Club letter suggested books on hunting, fishing, guns and nature 
study that could be seen at the library. Some personal phone calls rein- 
forced invitations. 


Scheduling of tours was handled through the Library Aides Publici- 
ty Head. She also took care of scheduling guides and tried to fit an 
appropriate guide to each touring group. Touring groups were conducted 
by: AAUW, Astronomy Club, Beth Israel Sisterhood, Book Review and Inter- 
national Relations Study Group, Clionions, Community Club, Congregational 
Church Circle, Corning Common Council, District 9 PTA, First Baptist 
Church Group, Girl Scout Board, Italian-American Women's Board, Girl 
Scout Neighborhood Group, Junior Chamber of Commerce, Ladies Auxiliary 
of the Eagles, Northside PTA, Open House Guides, Quota Club, Women's 
Club, totaling 19 and ranging in numbers from eight to 100. 
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As a result of Open House Year, about 500 persons in every walk 
of life received a detailed and concrete knowledge of the library. An 
estimated 80 of these had never before set foot in the library building. 
For other libraries wishing to try a similar experiment, it would be 
advisable to begin plans early in the spring and to issue invitations 
before the clubs have set up their programs. 
















In addition to bringing people into the library, the Open House 
Year was also responsible for good newspaper publicity. The library was 
mentioned in the news when each tour was scheduled, when it was reported, 
and often when clubs voted to put library tours into their programs. 

Some indirect results of the project, the staff feels, were also im- 
portant. By means of the training courses and the extra work with the 
guides, the library has built up in the community a body of 20 laymen 
who have an exact knowledge of the library and its needs. These serve 
as constant liaison with the public. 




















One of the groups that held a meeting at the library was the 
Corning Common Council, which, with the Mayor, chooses the members of 

the Library Board of Trustees and also votes money for the support of 

the library. As is the case in many communities, this is a kind of ab- 
sentee landlordship, since the members of the Council do not frequent 

the library. The director of the library acted as guide for these alder- 
men and at their request, gave a graphic picture of the financing of the 
library. (In the photograph below, the director is showing a map of the 
library to the Hon. Joseph Andrews, Mayor of Corning, and Ransom Pratt, 
city attorney). As a result, the group has now become interested in 
securing financial support from neighboring communities, a project in 
which the Library Board had for years tried to interest the Council. The 
Corning Memorial Library serves a large area and until county service can 
be secured, it would seem practical to have cooperative support. This, 
too, would prepare the minds of the citizens for the larger area. 


(Photographs are by courtesy of The Corning Leader). 
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THE CANADIAN SCENE 


Compiled for Young Canada's Book Week 1955 
by Miss Irene Busterd, Chief of Boys and Girls Department 
of the Kingston Public Library, Kingston, Ontario. 
Published here by special arrangement with 
the Canadian Library Association and adaptations made by 
The New York State Regional Library Service Center at Watertown. 


(Into the teens) 


THE BOY WHO RAN AWAY by Josephine Phelan. Macmillan. $2.50. 
Asher Mundy escapes into Hudson Bay territory during westward 
expansion. 


BUCKSKIN BRIGADIER by E.A. McCourt. Macmillan. $2. 
The story of the Alberta Field Force, organized to quell Indian 
uprisings. 


FAMOUS CANADIAN STORIES by G.E. Tait. (new ed.) McClelland. $2.50. 
Stories which define the nation, its stature and its future, by 
their adventures. 


THE MAP-MAKER: THE STORY OF DAVID THOMPSON by Kerry Wood. Macmillan.$2. 
Story of the notable feat of the exploration and mapping of Western 
Canada by David Thompson. 


MOUNTED POLICE PATROL by Roderick Haig-Brown. Morrow. $2. 
A modern "Mountie" tale. 


THE NOR'WESTERS by M.W. Campbell. Macmillan. $2. 
The creation and growth of the North West Fur Trading Company. 


THE ONE-WINGED DRAGON by Catherine A. Clark. Macmillan. $2.75. 
Michael borrows a Chinese dragon to help him hunt for a luck-stone. 


REBELS RIDE aT NIGHT by John F. Hayes. Copp, Clark. $3. 
Our hero joins Mackenzie's rebellion of 1837. 


THE RETURN OF THE VIKING by Eva-Lis Wuorio. Clarke, Irwin. $3. 
Champlain, Leif the Lucky, the battle of the Windmill, and Prince 
Rupert jump time cycles to appear in the present. 


SON OF THE MOHAWKS by C.A.M. Edwards. Ryerson. $3. 
An account of Radisson's two-year captivity and escape. 


a. & © @ @ €&.28 


Sponsored by NYLA Section for Children's and Young People's Librarians, 
Mrs. Matel B. Bell, Chairman 
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AsO SELECTED LIST OF 
lee Recent Accessions 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference, and Ethel Lansing, Order, Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may 
not have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. 
Please use call numbers indicated when requesting books. 


ANTIQUE CARS AND GUNS 


Nagle, Elizabeth. Veterans of the road; the history of veteran cars and 
the Veteran Car Club of Great Britain. London, Arco Publishers, 
1955. 239p. 629.209 N149 


Nitske, W. Robert. The complete Mercedes story; the thrilling seventy- 
year history of Daimler and Benz. New York, Macmillan, 1955. 
167p. 629.22 N732 


Winant, Lewis. Firearms curiosa. New York, Greenberg ,19555 281p. 
623.4409 W758 


ECONOMICS 


Fiore, Michele. Welfare of nations. New York, Philosophical Library 
c1955y 708p. 301 F518 


Krause, Walter. The international economy. Boston, Houghton Mifflin 


Lee, Maurice Wentworth. Economic fluctuations; an analysis of business 
cycles and other economic fluctuations. Homewood, Ill., RD. 
Irwin, 1955. 633p. (The Irwin series in economics) 338.54 L479 


Wernette, John Philip. The future of American prosperity. New York, 
Macmillan ,19557 262p. 330.973 W494 


THE FAMILY 
Landis, Judson T. Personal adjustment, marriage, and family living by 
Judson T. Landis ,and) Mary G. Landis. (2d ed.j New York, Pren- 
tice-Hall, 1955. 364p. 392 L257 
Ogburn, William Fielding. Technology and the changing family _by; W.F. 


Ogburs , and; M.F. Nimkoff. Boston, Houghton Mifflin ; 19553 329p. 
392.3 034 
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OTHER COUNTRIES 


Atamian, Sarkis. The Armenian community; the historical development of 
a social and ideological conflict. New York, Philosophical Library 
r19553 479p. 956.6 A862 


Bass, Flora (Gardner). Philippine women and dolls. ,_Laguna Beach, Calif., 
Mermaid Books, 19553 1lllp. 396 B317 


Marquard, Leopold. The story of South Africa. New York, Roy Publishers 
c19557, 25lp. 968 M357s 


Price, Willard. Adventures in paradise; Tahiti and beyond. New York, 
Day ,19553 309p. 919.61 P946 


SCIENCE 


Hoyt, William Glenn. Floods, by William G. Hoyt and Walter B. Langbein. 
Princeton, N.J., Princeton University Press, 1955. 469p. 551.57 H86f 


Lachman, Arthur. Borderland of the unknown; the life story of Gilbert 
Newton Lewis, on the world's great scientists. -New York, Pageant 
Press, 1955.  184p. 540.92 L6752L 


Lawrence, Joseph. The caves beyond; the story of the Floyd Collins' 
Crystal Cave Exploration, by Joe Lawrence, Jr., and Roger W. 
Brucker, for the National Speleological Society. New York, Funk 
& Wagnalls, 1955. 283p. 551.44 L421 


SOME INTERESTING PEOPLE 


Dessez, Eunice Cecelia. The first enlisted women, 1917-1918. 
Philadelphia, Dorrance (19555 93p. 940.41273 D475 


Mills, Nettie Elizabeth (West). The lady driller; the autobiography of 
N. Elizabeth Mills. New York, Exposition Press ,1955;176p 396.09 M657 


Rodell, Fred. Nine men; a political history of the Supreme Court from 
1790 to 1955. New York, Random House ,1955) 338p. Law Lib. 


Untermeyer, Louis. Makers of the modern world; the lives of ninety-two 
writers, artists, scientists, statesmen, inventors, philosophers, 
composers, and other creators who formed the pattern of our century. 
New York, Simon and Schuster, 1955. 9809p. 920 U6él 


TV AND RECORD CHANGERS 


Ecklund, Eugene. Repairing record changers; a practical guide to all 
models, including portable phonographs, high-fidelity units, and 
magnetic tape recorders.New York, McGraw-Hill. 278p. 681.843 E19 


Marshall, Samuel Louis. How to install TV antennas. New York, J.F. Rider 
(19552 4124p. (A Rider publication, no.172) 621.38836 M369h 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STAT 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 


*AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Protectant seed treatments 
for vegetable processing crops, by J.J. Natti and W.T. Schroeder. 
(1955) 46p. (Bulletin no. 771, March 1955) 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Ithaca. Milk control programs of the 
Northeastern states, part 2, by Leland Spencer and S. Kent Chris- 
tensen. (1955) 128p. (Bulletin 918, November 1955; Northeast 
regional publication no. 23) 


*AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS, DEPT. OF. Annual report...for the fiscal 
year ended March 31, 1955. 1955. 180p. (Legis Doc 1956 no. 10) 


*AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Opinions of Comptroller relating to 
municipal government, vol. 10, 1954. (1955) 473p. 


# __ Special report on municipal affairs by the State comptroller, 
transmitted to the Legislature March 17, 1954 (for the year 1953) 
(1955) 299p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 33A); February 24, 1955 (for 
the year 1954) (1955) 287p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 33A) 


* State aid payments to school districts in 1954 and 1955. (1955) 
25p. Mimeo. 


*BINGHAMTON STATE HOSPITAL. Annual report, 76th...for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1954. (1955) 32p. 


CONSERVATION DEPT. The Nutrition of trout, by Arthur M. Phillips, Jr. 
(1955) 3lp. (Fisheries research bulletin no. 17; Cortland 
hatchery report no. 22 for the year 1953) 


CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 27th, of the State commission of 
correction for the year 1953. (1955) 49dp. 


CREEDMOOR STATE HOSPITAL. Annual report, 18th, for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1953. (1955) 63p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. The Regents' recommendations for school programs on 
America's moral and spiritual heritage, unanimously adopted by the 
Regents March 25, 1955. l3p. 
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*EDUCATION DEPT. Bureau of adult education, The Use of the opaque 
projector in Americanization and adult elementary classes, prepared 
by Mrs. Esther Berg, edited by Angelica W. Cass. 1955. 5p. Mimeo. 


*___ Division of elementary education, Bureau of elementary school 
supervision. Meeting the needs of the bright child through 
acceleration. (1955) Ap. (Letter to supervisor series 9, no. 3; 
November 1955) 


* _ Bureau of home economics education. Planning activities for 
homemaking in grades 7 and 8, November 1955. (1955) 4p. Mimeo. 


* 


__. Things to do for Christmas at home and in homemaking depart- 
ment. (1955) (2p.) Mimeo. 


__.. Bureau of secondary curriculum development. Earth science: An 
outline of the scope and content of the new syllabus, preliminary 
edition, 1955. (1955) 26p. 

* _ ____ General science equipment inventory: A checklist of science 
apparatus and supplies for grades 7, 8 and 9. 1955. 18p. 
(Curriculum leaflet no. 5) 


* _ ___ ~Physics: An outline of the scope and content of the new 
syllabus, preliminary edition, 1955. (1955) 30p. 


*ELECTION LAW AND RELATED STATUTES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO 
MAKE A STUDY OF THE. Report...(March 29, 1955) 1955. §&2p. 
(Legis Doc 1955 no. 79) 


HOSPITAL SURVEY AND PLANNING COMMISSION, JOINT. Administrators of 
hospitals in New York state, 1955. (1955) 15p. 


___ List of hospitals in New York state, 1955. (1955) 19p. 


HOUSING, DIV. OF. The Emergency housing program of the state of 
New York; a historical and statistical summary. 1955. 5lp. Mimeo. 


*HOUSING AND MULTIPLE DWELLINGS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report 
2221955. (1955) 60p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 39; Cover title: 
Greater safety, more housing, better health) 


*INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR CONDITIONS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...for the year 1954-55. 1955. 129p. (Legis Doc 1955 no.69) 


* INTERSTATE COOPERATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1955. 
1955. 377p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 63) 


*MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Annual report of the Chief of 
staff...for the year 1954. 1955. I17Ap. 


*STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. Labor's role in community affairs; a handbook for union 
committees (by) Alice H. Cook. (1955) 56p.(Bulletin 32, August 1955) 
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| FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities tn Cibrartes 


Edited by Jean L. Connor and I. Marie Gustafson, Library Extension 


MULTI-COUNTY ACTIVITIES 





Clinton-Essex. Regular bi-monthly staff meeting of the Clinton-Essex 
Library Service System was held in Plattsburg on December 7. Story- 
telling was discussed with I. Marie Gustafson as leader. Mrs. Manwell 

of the Headquarters staff gave a report on book processing in the 
first full year of the System's operation. 








Livingston, Wayne and Monroe. On December 5th, the trustees of the 
Wayne County Library System, the Livingston County Public Library 

and the Monroe County Library System met in Rochester and signed con- 
tracts. The tri-county system is expected to be completed by 
January lst. 


New York City Libraries. A Joint Book List Committee has been organized 
by Brooklyn, New York and Queens Borough public libraries for the 
purpose of keeping the three libraries informed concerning book lists 
being planned which can be made available for purchase upon request 
among the three systems. The Committee is also working for the joint 
compilation of lists for special occasions or purposes. - Whether or 
not the consolidation of the New York City Libraries would be ad- 
visable is now being studied under the directorship of Ralph R. Shaw. 
The Study will include examination of administrative functions and 
workloads. The three Chief Librarians have already begun to hold 

regular meetings to discuss mutual problems and areas of cooperation. 



















North Country Counties. The fall meeting of the Northern New York 
Library Club was held at Ogdensburg on October 28. Helen Wood, li- 

brarian of the Ogdensburg Free Academy, was elected to the presi- 

dency on the resignation of Donald I. Marr. 

















Western New York Library Association. Dunkirk Free Library was host to 
the fall meeting of the Western New York Library Association. The 
role of the library in public affairs was the subject of discussion. 
The speakers were Mrs. Peter Baldenow, trustee of the Boston Free 
Library, Angeline Relich and Paul M. Rooney, members of the staff 

of the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library. 


ACTIVITIES BY COUNTY 
Allegany. An art exhibit by the versatile Ortlip family of Houghton 


was displayed in the David A. Howe Public Library of Wellsville in 
October . 
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Broome. The George F. Johnson Memorial Library, Endicott, is now a men- 
ber of the film circuit of the Canadian Travel Film Library. 


Jefferson. Mrs. DeLawyer, librarian of Adams Free Library, reports that 
the Girl Scouts and their leaders have started a weekly story hour 
for children from four to seven years of age. - Mannsville Free Li- 
brary has a new heating unit. - Mrs. Johnson, librarian of Carthage 
Free Library, discussed recent Newbery and Caldecott prize winning 
books on a television program November third. 


Kings. A film describing neighborhood conditions, "Let's Look at 
Williamsburg," is on display at the Williamsburg branch of the 
Brooklyn Public Library. - The Flatbush branch of the Brooklyn 
Public Library recently celebrated its 50th anniversary of service 
in the same building. Material dealing with the history of the branch 
and the Flatbush area of Brooklyn was displayed. 


Lewis. Beaver Falls Library has received $47 from a benefit film 
showing. 


Monroe. The newly organized Monroe County Library Club held its meet- 
ing on November 30 and elected these officers: president, Mrs. Mabel 
Olney; vice-president, Howard Brentlinger; secretary, Mrs. Betty J. 
Connors; treasurer, Mrs. Phyllis Richmond. 


Nassau. Children's story hours have been resumed at the Port Washington 
Public Library. The Friday afternoon program is planned for pre- 


school age children; the Saturday morning program for older children. 
- Proceeds from performances by the Uniondgle Little Theatre group 
benefit the Uniondale Library. - Virginia Moran, librarian at Massa- 
pegua, has received the annual Edward L. Bernays Foundation Award 

for outstanding work in the field of public relations. - The Free- 
port Memorial Library recently celebrated its 60th anniversary. This 
was the occasion for recalling the early history of the library and 
for rejoicing that an addition to the building is now assured. - The 
library in Garden City is now sponsoring a Great Books discussion 
group. - The Levittown Public Library's new children's room was dedi- 
cated formally in November. 


New York. The New York Public Library has honored Louis M. Rabinowitz, 
a Lithuanian immigrant, who became a bibliophile and philanthropist. 
Mr. Rabinowitz' name was carved in gold leaf into the marble wall of 
the main library - a list of benefactors which include the names of 
Astor, Lenox, Tilden and Carnegie. -—- After an informal opening on 
Monday evening, December 12, the New York Public Library officially 
opened for service on December 13 the $2,500,000 Donnell Branch at 
20 West 53rd Street. Katherine O'Brien is the superintendent of the 
branch which provides direct service as well as providing headquarters 
for the Manhattan Regional Library, which is responsible for the 
administration of the network of 40 branches in Manhattan. 


Niagara. The board of trustees of the Sanborn-Pekin Free Library has 


announced the results of the annual drive for contributions. $791 
has been received. 
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Onondaga. Book Week emphasis at the Syracuse Public Library was on Hans 
Christian Andersen and his stories. Special story hours and exhibits 
were held. - Syracuse Public Library has started a new weekly news- 
paper column, entitled "The Public Library Says". - The public library 
in Skaneateles maintains a branch in Borodina. - The Baldwinsville 
Library Association has recently been moved to a new location. 


Queens. The Queens Borough Public Library held its third annual Authors' 
Night on November 15 highlighting the library's Book Week program. 





























Rockland. Check totaling over $1,000 was presented to the Finkelstein 
Memorial Library at Spring Valley by the local P.T.A. This amount 
represents the proceeds of the card party and dance held November 10. 
The money will be used for the purchase of children's reference books 

and non-fiction. 


St. Lawrence. Canton Town Board has granted Canton Free Library an in- 
crease of $2,000 for its operating expenses for the 1956 fiscal year. 
- Hepburn Library of Madrid announces a deposit station in the Chase 
Mills area. — Mrs. Catherine E. Corey has been appointed librarian 

at Massena Public Library. - Morley Branch of Canton Free Library has 
received recently over $230 in gifts in memory of a former trustee of 
the library. 








Tioga. The Friends of the Coburn Free Library in Owego held a book fair 
jn one of the town stores. This Friends group also celebrated five 
years of its work for the library with an open meeting in October. - 
Waverly Free Library mourns the death of its vice president, Mrs. 
Florence Merriam, who was a charter member of the board of trustees. 
She also was book chairman and selected or helped select every book 

for the library. 








Ulster. Sarah Hull Hallock Free Library of Milton has received a gift 
for a rental music music record collection. Adult's and children's 
records are now available. 





Westchester. A drive to obtain signatures for a petition to North Castle 
Town Board to provide a fulltime professional librarian, has been 
started by trustees of North Castle Free Library, Armonk. This li- 
brary opened a new children's room in November, - Dobbs Ferry Free 

Library Council has formed a local history group to delve into the 

past and reconstruct early Dobbs Ferry history. - New Rochelle City 

Council has approved the library's request for a bookmobile. 
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AND OF STATE-WIDE INTEREST 
Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin, Mason Tolman, Edgar Tompkins 


AWARDS AND CITATIONS - 1956 


The following list of awards comes from the Board of Awards of 
the American Library Association. The Board hopes that all library as- 
sociations and ALA members will assist in the selection of outstanding 
librarians and libraries worthy of these national honors by sending nomi- 
nations to the persons listed to receive them, well in advance of the 
announced deadline. The awards will be made at the 75th annual ALA Con- 
ference in Miami Beach, June 17 to 23, 1956. 


Melvil Dewey Medal. Group or individual award for recent cre- 
ative professional achievement in library management, library training, 
cataloging and classification, and the tools and techniques of librarian- 
ship. Letter Librarian Award of $100 to a librarian who contributes most 
to emphasize human qualities of service in Librarianship. Letter Library 
Award of $100 given to a library for distinguished contribution to the de- 
velopment of an enlightened public opinion on an issue of current or con- 
tinuing importance. Joseph W. Lippincott Award of $500 for distinguished 
service in the profession of librarianship, such as in activities of pro- 
fessional library associations, notable published professional writing, 
etc. Nominations for the four above awards should be sent to: Robert E. 
Scudder, Free Library of Philadelphia, Logan Square, Philadelphia, Pa., 
before April 1, 1956. 


Grolier Society Award of $500 to a librarian in recognition of 
achievements in a community or school in the stimulation and guidance of 
reading by children and young people. The nominee must be a salaried 
librarian who spends the major part of his time in working with children 
and young people. Nominations must be accompanied by 5 copies of a state- 
ment of achievement and sent to: Rosemary Livsey, Director, Department of 
Work With Children, Los Angeles: Public Library, Los Angeles, California. 
Deadline is March 15, 1956. 


of children and young people. 

give the recipient an opportunity for formal or informal study in the 
field which will be beneficial both to the person and to library service. 
The nominee must be a graduate of a library school and must have spent at 
least three years in libraries — school, public or institution — serving 
children or youth. Write to: Nancy Jane Day, Supervisor of Library Serv- 
ices, State Department of Education, Columbia, South Carolina. April 15, 
1956, is the deadline. 


Trustees Citations will be given to two outstanding library trus- 
tees who are active in state and national library activities as well as in 
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their local library. Recommendations must-be accompanied by a full record 
of the candidate's achievements and may be submitted by any library board, 
individual library trustee, state library association, state trustee organ- 
ization, state library extension agency, or the Trustee Section of the ALA 
Public Libraries Division, Mail recommendations to: ALA Jury of Citation 

of Trustees, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 


John Cotton Dang Publigity Awarg is given for outstanding publicity based 
on scrapbooks submitted to show a cross-section of the. year's publicity 
in various types of libraries. Write tos Wilson Library Bulletin, 950 
University Avenue, New York 52, New York. Deadline April 1 for the blanks, 
April 15, for the sorapbooks. 


Margaret Mann Citation is awarded to a librarian who has made a distin- 
guished contribution to librarianship through cataloging. and classifica- 
tion. Nominee must be a member of DCC but may be nominated by any li- 
brarian or ALA member. Write tos: Mary Darrah Herrick, The Chenery Library, 
Boston University College of Liberal Arts, 725 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 


Newbery and Caldecott Medals are author and illustrator awards. Nomina- 
tions for these were submitted December 10, 1955. 


Benjamin Franklin's 250th Anniversary: January 15-21, 1956, is Printing 
Week. This year the Week will highlight, on January 17, Benjamin Franklin's 
250th Birthday. The New York State Library will have an exhibit commemo- 
rating this anniversary, prepared by the New York State Library in cooper- 
ation with the American Philosophical Society and local printing trades- 
men. 


Legislative Reference Library Welcomes Inquiries Regarding Legislative 
Proposals: Mr. William P. Leonard, Legislative Reference Librarian, an- 
nounces that the Legislative Reference Library Staff welcomes all in- 
quiries regarding legislative proposals under consideration during the 
1956 session of the legislature. 


Temporary Relocation of Medical and Law Sections in the State Library: 

The Law Library, as of January lst, is temporarily housed in the Legis- 
lative Reference Library. The move was made in anticipation of the com- 
mencement of work on the rehabilitation project for the Law Library. The 
Medical Library, for the same reason, is located in the rear of the Gener- 
al Reading Room, between the Education and local history alcoves. Com- 
plete services will be maintained from these temporary quarters. 


State Library Exhibit: An exhibit entitled "Religion in Albany and Rare 
Bibles" was on display during the month of December. Included in the ex- 
hibit were pictorial views and books relating to various churches and 
synagogues in Albany. The exhibit paid tribute to Bishops Barry and 
Scully, both of whom in 1955 completed ten years of episcopal service in 
Albany. One feature of the exhibit was a display devoted to Hanukkah, 

the "Feast of Lights". Among the bibles were the first English Bible and 
the first Catholic Bible printed in America. The latter is probably the 
rarest American Bible. Leaves from old Bibles, Missals and Books of Hours, 
including a leaf from the "42 Line" Gutenberg Bible, were also displayed. 
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Visitors: Mr. Amador Gonzales, from the Bill Drafting Commission, and 
Mrs. Gerarda Llave, Legislative Reference Service Librarian, House of 
Representatives, Philippine Islands, visited the New York State Library 
from December 13 through December 20, to study legislative reference li- 
brary facilities and legislative bill drafting services in this country. 
Mr. Guy Madiot, a representative of the Federation of Youth organizations 
in France, visited the Library Extension Division, December 5. 


Staff Notes: Dr. Charles Francis Gosnell attended a meeting of the 
Executive Board of the ALA 4n Washington, D.C. on December 10. Dr. Robert 
H. Deily and Joseph L. Cohen attended the New York Regional Catalog Group 
meeting at New York City on December 3. The subject of the meeting was 
the recruitment and training of catalogers. 


Public Librarian's Examination: Saturday, April 21, 1956, is the date 
set for the examination for candidates for the public librarian's pro- 
fessional certificate and for entrance-level positions in public librar- 
ies subject to Civil Service (Library Director I, Senior Librarian I, and 
Junior Librarian). The examination will be held in various centers in 
New York State and out of state. Applicants mst have completed four 
years of college and have completed or expect to complete by October l, 
1956, the requirements for a library science degree. It is hoped that 
the earlier examination date will prove to be more convenient and re- 
sult in the Civil Service list being available sooner. 

Joint announcements giving full information will be mailed in 
the near future to all public libraries, to all library schools, and to 
individuals holding the public librarian's provisional certificate. 


Applications will be accepted up to April 7, 1956 for professional cer- 
tification and to March 23, 1956, for Civil Service employment. To 
avoid confusion, applications should be mailed early. 


Employment Opportunities in State Library: An open-competitive exami- 
nation will be given on March 10, 1956, to fill two Assistant Librarian 
(salary range $4130-$5200 in five annual increments) positions at the 

New York State Regional Library Service Center in Watertown. Duties are: 
catalog and classify library materials; select reference works and other 
library materials. Requirements: possession of, or eligibility for, a New 
York State public librarian's professional certificate, graduation from 
an approved library school, and two years of satisfactory full-time pro- 
fessional library experience. Application forms and examination announce- 
ments can be obtained from the Examinations Division, State Civil Service 
Department, 39 Columbia St., Albany, N. Y., until February 10. 


NYLA's First Exchange Librarian: John Wakeman, of London,England, writes 
to Miss Moshier on what he has accomplished in emphasizing the role of 
public relations in the English library world. The Association of As- 
sistant Librarians passed a resolution recommending a Public Relations 
Officer for the Association; a spring display of commercial exhibit ma- 
terial at Library Association Headquarters; a monthly column on Public 
Relations in the Library Assistant; a book talk on BBC, the first by any 
librarian; a speech at the Library Association conference on public re- 
lations as a means of securing more funds; and a great deal of interest 
in Miss Moshier's pamphlet, "Public Relations for Libraries," whenever 
displayed at conferences. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 


Reviewed by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 


Galvin, Hoyt R., ed. Planning a library building. American Library 
Association, 1955. 

This is a paper bound issue of the proceedings of the Library 
Buildings Institute of the Buildings Committee of ALA, held in St. 
Paul in 1954. There is a general treatment of library building 
problems, with reports on programming, preliminary planning and work- 
ing drawings, and special session reports on school, college and 
public library buildings. 

Though this compilation is too brief to supply the specific answers 
to the many questions that arise in planning a library building, it 
does offer a compression of some of the problems. The article on the 
librarian's function in programming, by Dr. Keyes D. Metcalf, offers: 
an excellent run-down of the most pertinent points in translating a 
library dream to a practical plan. 

Also worthy of note for its practical approach is the article by 
Clarence S. Paine on the use of two and three dimensional templets in 
planning. 022 

(This book is available from Traveling Libraries) 


in libraries. Prepared for the ALA committee on public documents by 
Ellen Jackson. American Library Association, 1955. 

This compact little volume will prove of value to librarians and 
to students. For the librarian there is sufficient description of 
some of the different methods of organizing a documents collection 
to allow for flexibility of planning, without focusing attention on 
any set pattern of routines and procedures. 

For the student, and also the librarian, the summaries of the vari- 
ous federal documents, their programs, methods of acquisition and the 
essential elements of government document bibliography will prove 
useful. 

This manual is essentially concerned with the characteristics of 
documents and their organization in libraries, not with their use. 

025.173 


Rossoff, Martin. The library in high school teaching. H. W. 
Wilson, 1955. $2. 

This book is intended to help teachers understand the work and 
contents of the high school library, concisely presenting the work 
of the school librarian and her relationships with the teaching staff. 
It is also useful for the community librarian who must plan and teach 
library lessons, for there are two chapters devoted to the discussion 
of methods of presenting young people with a workable body of library 
knowledge. 

There is a good summary chapter of basic high school library re- 
sources. 027 

(This book is available from Traveling Libraries) 








